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Cundall Manor School is fully inclusive and non-selective.  The school benefits from a 

Learning Support Department (LSD) with specialist teachers qualified to support 

pupils with dyslexia, dyspraxia and other mild/moderate learning difficulties.  A few 

of the pupils have a ‘Statement of Special Educational Need’ or ‘Education and 

Health Care Plan’ (EHCP).  There is also a member of staff who has specific 

responsibility for pupils with English as an Additional Language (EAL).  Cundall 

Manor School requires parents of new or prospective pupils to inform them of any 

special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) their child may have as it is 

important for the school to know if a child has received any learning support 

provision or assessment from an external professional before entry. Mrs Elizabeth 

Graham is the Head of Learning Support/SENCO and can be contacted through the 

school office.  Full details of SEND provision at Cundall Manor School can be found 

in the school’s SEND Policy, but the following provides an overview. 

The process of identifying any Special Educational needs or disabilities of pupils 

within the school is normally initiated through a cause for concern raised by teaching 

staff or parents. Parents are consulted and evidence is gathered through observation, 

analysis of classroom performance and internal tracking data, response to initial 

interventions and school reports. Advice is sought from the LSD and the pupil may 

then be assessed further or referred to an external professional.  There is routine 

screening of all pupils in Year 9 in preparation for GCSE.   

Small class sizes, well-informed staff and joined-up thinking allow all pupils to 

achieve their potential.  However, SEND provision that is ‘different from or 

additional to’ follows a graduated approach and may take the form of: a suitably 

differentiated curriculum or prep; an adapted learning environment; provision of 

specialist resources; in- class support from a teaching assistant or LSD teacher; small 

group work or one to one specialist tuition in the Learning Support Department 

following a targeted Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Cundall Manor School also 

operates a setting policy in some subjects and year groups. 

Pupils are consulted about their individual needs and are involved in planning and 

reviewing termly IEP’s. Parents also have the opportunity to comment on the IEP’s 

and are welcome to either drop in and speak to a member of the Learning Support 

Department or contact them via the home/school diary or e-mail at any time.  

Parents are invited to attend school parents’ evenings and any review meetings 

(including EHCP annual reviews) and they also receive termly reports.  Parents are 

informed of any equipment or resources recommended to support their child and the 

school will do its best to either provide these or to inform parents of where and how 

these may be acquired. 



Pupils are encouraged to participate in all school activities, but in a small number of 

exceptional cases an adapted curriculum or alternative activities are provided. Pupils 

who have been dis-applied from Modern Foreign Languages for example, may have 

additional English, Maths or Science teaching or provision of 1:1 learning support 

during this time. Where a pupil has a physical difficulty, a member of staff may be 

required to help in practical subjects or assistive technology may be employed. The 

school has an on-site medical room and a school Matron, Mrs Beverley Longthorne, 

to support any medical needs. 

Cundall Manor School has a full Personal, Social and Health Education programme, 

but pupils may come to the LSD if they wish to speak individually to a member of 

staff about any concerns or simply to have some ‘down time’. If deemed appropriate, 

social, emotional and behavioural goals may form part of an IEP for a pupil.  A 

member of staff, who has training and experience in this area, is available on hand, to 

offer advice and support to parents, teachers and pupils alike. Pastoral support is 

provided initially through Form Teachers and, where applicable, the Boarding House 

Parents. 

Support for transferring between phases of education is tailored to meet the needs of 

the individual pupil. Transition days are routinely held within school, however where 

a pupil requires alternative or additional arrangements for transition these may 

include: the implementation of a buddy system; additional visits/preparation or 

short term support from another adult. Clear communication between 

schools/colleges and work placements at post sixteen are promoted and pupil 

records/ information are transferred directly to them. 

The school evaluates the effectiveness of its provision for SEND pupils through: on-

going diagnostic assessment; regular review meetings with staff and parents; 

discussion with the pupil; monitoring of whole school and LSD testing/tracking data 

and analysis of termly school reports.  This information, plus assessment of progress 

towards the termly learning outcomes recorded on IEP’s, informs future planning 

and provision.  The Learning Support Department has its own budget and allocation 

for most resources is the responsibility of the Head of Learning Support.  

Advice and support is available for all teaching staff from members of the Learning 

Support Department in person or through the school’s information management 

system. Recommendations from external professionals are actively sort and acted 

upon.  Staff training needs, with regard to SEND are identified by the Head of 

Learning Support in consultation with the Senior Management Team and 

appropriate educational or health care professionals. Training is arranged either 

through the local education authority, through in house expertise or through 

appropriate education or healthcare organisations. The department also holds its 

own register of external professionals to consult where additional advice or support 

is required.  

For details of support services for parents of pupils with SEND contact:  



www.northyorks.gov.uk/article/28792/Support-for-children-young-people-and-

their-families 

Wherever possible, the school informs parents of any courses or events which are 

open to them in the local area either via e-mail or the school’s newsletter. 

Information on the education authorities’ local offer can be found on: 

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/article/23542/SEND---local-offer  

For information relating to the treatment of complaints from parents of pupils with 

SEND concerning the provision made at school, please refer to the school’s 

complaints policy.   
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