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English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy 

 

This statement details our vision to identify and meet the needs of those students at Cundall 

Manor classed as ‘English as an Additional Language’ (commonly referred to as ‘EAL’). That 

is, students who have a first / home language other than English and who are in the process of 

learning and using English as an additional language through the curriculum and the broader 

life of the school. 

 
Aims and objectives 
  
Cundall Manor is committed to meeting the needs of students with English as an Additional 

Language.   

Whilst being clear that EAL is not SEN (‘special need’) or a ‘learning difficulty’, the school 

acknowledges that students with EAL often have an additional need in terms of accessing the 

language used by staff and peers, and related learning issues, which can lead to 

underachievement and isolation. 

Therefore we will endeavour at all times to: 

 Ensure EAL students have full access to the curriculum (and other School opportunities). 
 Be proactive in removing any barriers that stand in the way of our EAL students fulfilling 

their potential. 
 Provide our EAL students – particularly those who are International New Arrivals - with a 

safe, welcoming environment where they are accepted, valued and encouraged to 
participate. 

 
The National Curriculum secures entitlement for all children to a number of areas of learning 
and gives them the opportunity to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes 
that are necessary for their self-fulfilment and development as responsible citizens. We 
promote the principles of fairness and justice for all through the education that we provide in 
our school. 
  
The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children 
who are learning English as an additional language. This is in line with the requirements of 
the Race Relations Act 1976. 
  
 
 
Teaching and learning style 
   
In our school teachers take action to help children who are learning English as an additional 
language by various means: 
  
 
 
 
1.   Developing their spoken and written English by: 

 ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meaning 
of key words, metaphors and idioms; 
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 explaining how speaking and writing in English are structured for different purposes 
across a range of subjects; 

 providing a range of reading materials that highlight the different ways in which 
English is used; 

 ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to 
support writing; 

 encouraging children to transfer their knowledge, skills and understanding of one 
language to another; 

 building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community, 
so that their developing uses of English and other languages support one another. 

  
 
2.   Ensuring access to the curriculum and to assessment by:  

 using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels of learning; 

 providing support through ICT, a range of media, dictionaries and translators 
 using the home or first language where appropriate. 

 
 Curriculum access 
  
Children with English as an additional language follow the same curriculum as the rest of the 
pupils in the School; they do not produce separate work. Although some EAL children are 
withdrawn from lessons to receive one to one EAL support.  
  
In the EYFS we will plan opportunities for children to develop their English, and we will 
provide support to help them take part in all activities. 
  
The EYFS will help children to learn English as an additional language by: 
  

 building on children’s experiences of language at home and i the wider community, 
so that their developing uses of English and of other languages support one another; 

 providing a range of opportunities for children to engage in speaking and listening 
activities in English with peers and adults; 

 providing bilingual support to extend vocabulary. 

At this time however, we do not have any EAL students in our EYFS. 

  
 
 
Assessment 
  
Students are given a placement test when they first arrive at Cundall to determine their level 
of English, they are tested termly to assess improvement.  
Cundall intends to use the recently introduced QCA English scales to measure English 
language competence for EAL children linked to the National Curriculum. These have only 
recently been published. We carry out ongoing recording of attainment and progress in line 
with agreed school procedures. 
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This policy is reviewed yearly. The intention is to develop the EAL process further to address 
the continually changing and developing needs of the children at Cundall Manor. 
 

 

Admitting New Learners 

 We follow the school’s normal admittance procedures 

 In addition we also have an Induction Profile for Newly Arrived EAL learners where 

we aim to collect and record the following additional information: 

Country of origin 

Date of arrival in UK 

Learner’s first language 

Other languages spoken at home/by learner 

Learner’s level of literacy in these languages 

Links with learners already in school 

Learner’s educational background. 
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